
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Are We Praying Like That?”
Acts 4:23-31

Main Idea: When the work of Jesus is threatened, the church should pray for boldness to keep 
doing the work of Jesus.

LESSONS from a prayer for boldness in the early church:
Prayer is our first line of defense in the church (23-24a).

When Peter and John were released from the Council, they returned to the other 
believers, and after sharing with their friends all that the chief priests and the elders had said to 
them, all of their friends joined Peter and John in prayer! In the face of growing opposition to the 
message of Jesus, which stood as a threat to the work of Jesus, the first line of defense that the 
church utilized and depended on was prayer. What was important about their prayer was the 
fact that “they lifted their voices together to God” (Acts 4:24a). What a beautiful picture of unity 
and faith in the church. The report was not good. The threat was real, so the church did the 
most important thing that the church could do: The church prayed! Today, opposition and threats 
to the message of Jesus still threaten the work of Jesus in and through the church. Prayer is still 
the first line of defense in the church.
1. Is prayer your first line of defense? Is prayer our first line of defense in our church? Why, or 

why not? How can we prioritize prayer — joining our voices together — in a more effective 
way in our faith family?

2. How can we realize and experience the power of prayer? What are some practical things that 
you can do and that your small group can do to realize and experience the work of God 
through the prayers of His people? Why is this important?

3. Is anyone going through a trial of faith? Share or report your situation to the group, and let 
your small group join you in prayer.

Prayer is a great gift of encouragement for the church (23-24a).
In the language of the New Testament, Peter and John returned to “their own” (Acts 

4:23). The English Standard Version translates this word as “friends” in verse 23. The picture is 
powerful and important. Peter and John had left the Jewish religious leaders, who had rejected 
Jesus, and they returned to the group that they belonged to and that belonged to them: Their 
friends! What a simple and wonderful reminder of what the members of the church should be to 
one another. In Christ, we belong to one another. In Christ, we should be friends, and when their 
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friends heard about what Peter and John had experienced, their friends encouraged them in the 
best way that believers can encourage one another: They prayed! Prayer is still a great gift of 
encouragement for the church.
1. Do you see your faith family as “your own?” What are the barriers that keep people from 

connecting in friendships in Christ? Do you struggle with any of these barriers? Why?
2. What is the benefit of having friends to share struggles and trials with as we do the work of 

Jesus in our lives? Do you have this? How much of your conversations with other believers 
are related to sharing your faith and the trials of living out your faith in Jesus? Why?

3. What are some practical ways that your small group can grow this kind of friendship within the 
context of our biblical community?

Prayer grounded in God’s Word is prayer guaranteed by God’s power (24-31).
The evidence that the believers’ lives were devoted to God’s Word, to God’s work, to the 

worship of God, and to dependence on God (Acts 4:42) all comes together on display in the 
words of and the heart of their prayer in Acts 4:24-31. Their prayer is full of good theology that 
comes from a good diet of God’s Word. Their prayer is loaded with Scripture that comes from 
the overflow of devotion to God’s Word. Their prayer is focused on the redemptive work of God 
that is the story of God’s Word. Their prayer displays a determined dependence on God, and 
their words reveal hearts that were committed to the work and to the worship of God. Finally, 
their Scripture driven prayer rightly applied God’s Word to their situation, and they faithfully 
looked to God to preserve and to progress His work in the church. It’s no wonder that God 
moved through this prayer of His people because this prayer simply called on God to do what 
God had said that He would do!
1. Read 1 John 5:14-15. How does the truth in these verses related to the prayer in Acts 4?
2. Read Matthew 10:16-20. How do these words of Jesus apply to the prayer in Acts 4?
3. What does this prayer reveal about the importance of devotion to God’s Word, to His work, to 

worshiping Him, and to praying to Him in our lives? Why?
4. How can your small group grow a heart and a practice of this kind of prayer?

Prayer focused on God’s work is prayer that fuels us with God’s presence (31).
These believers had already been filled with the Holy Spirit, but this time of community 

prayer and dependence on God led to a continual filling or strengthening in the Holy Spirit. In 
accomplishing what Jesus had promised God would do in their lives in times of trial, the Holy 
Spirit filled and strengthened the believers so that they could continue to speak the word of God. 
The Holy Spirit overcame fear and timidity that surely tempted and tried the hearts of some of 
the believers with a boldness in God and from God. The Holy Spirit’s presence fueled the 
continued work of the church in the midst of growing opposition to that work. Today, we need the 
continual filling and strengthening of the Holy Spirit to do the work of God as the church, and in 
Acts 4, we’re reminded that prayer focused on God’s work, driven by God’s Word, is prayer that 
fuels us with God’s presence.
1. Read Romans 8:1-11 and Galatians 5:16-26. What does God’s Word say about living in the 

Spirit? What fights against a life in the Spirit? How does this apply to our need for continual 
strengthening in the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives?

2. Do you feel fueled by God’s presence in your life? Why, or why not (Use the Acts 4 passage 
as a guide to evaluate your heart, your focus, and your friendship in the body of Christ)?

3. In your small group, join your voices together, and pray!
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